
PRESS RELEASE

SYMBIO scales-up and 
accelerates its transformation

SYMBIO, a major player in the field of 

fuel cells for zero emission hydrogen 

mobility, presented this Wednesday 

13 July in Vénissieux, a series of 

announcements demonstrating its 

rapid scaling up and the acceleration 

of its transformation process.
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*IPCEI - Important Projects of Common European Interest

 – SYMBIO announces notification by the  
 French government of its global IPCEI project  
 Hymotive and the progress of its Gigafactory  
 SymphonHy;

 – SymphonHy will support Stellantis in its  
 ambition to consolidate its position as “front- 
 runner” position in hydrogen mobility, with  
 the objective of producing up to 10,000  
 vehicles by 2024, in line with its strategic plan  
 Dare Forward 2030;

 – SYMBIO’s own ecosystem is reinforced by the  
 signature of an LOI (Letter of Intent) with CNR  
 and ENGIE, for the supply of green hydrogen.
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SYMBIO also confirms progress on the building of its 

first Gigafactory, named SymphonHy, which is part 

of the global Hymotive project. Placed in the heart of 

the Vallée de la Chimie in Saint-Fons, close to Lyon, 

SymphonHy will be one of the largest fuel cell system 

production sites in Europe, thus meeting growing client 

demands with an eventual total production capacity of 

50.000 systems per year. This flagship project will also 

house the group’s headquarters, R&D center, SYMBIO 

Hydrogen Academy, and a start-up incubator centered 

around decarbonized hydrogen. The site is destined 

to become a recognizable center for both the French 

and international hydrogen ecosystem, focused on the 

promotion and acceleration of clean mobility. A center 

of environmental excellence, SymphonHy will be 

BREEAM** certified “Very Good” from the start thanks 

to the high energy efficiency levels of its buildings and 

processes, its energy self-sufficiency, and the use of 

renewable energies and green hydrogen.

SYMBIO is proud to announce today that its global 

project Hymotive, presented under the Hydrogen 

Technologies and Systems IPCEI, has been notified by 

the French government to the European Commission, 

and is awaiting definitive approval during the coming 

days. A large-scale transformative project, Hymotive 

will multiply SYMBIO’s industrial and cutting-edge 

innovation capacity: 

 – Accelerating the industrialization and mass- 

 production of its last-generation fuel cell systems in  

 Saint-Fons;

 – Developing and industrializing a new generation of  

 innovative fuel cells, containing disruptive  

 technology which will significantly increase the  

 performance of SYMBIO StackPacks® while  

 drastically reducing unit production costs.

Philippe Rosier, SYMBIO CEO:

“Counting on the support of close to 25 private partners in  

6 European countries, Hymotive is testament to SYMBIO’s 

engagement in building a solid European ecosystem  

for fuel cell technologies and hydrogen mobility.  

Hymotive will allow the build up of the largest 

production of fuel cells in France, with a total 

capacity of 100.000 StackPacks® per year by 

2028, while also contributing to the mass 

competitive deployment of hydrogen  

mobility in Europe.” 

Hymotive will create 1.000 additional jobs 

throughout the duration of the project. 

SYMBIO ANNOUNCES THAT ITS IPCEI PROJECT 

HYMOTIVE HAS BEEN NOTIFIED BY THE FRENCH 

GOVERNMENT AND CONFIRMS PROGRESS OF ITS 

GIGAFACTORY SYMPHONHY, AN INDUSTRIAL AND 

INNOVATION EXCELLENCE PROJECT, WITH START OF 

PRODUCTION IN THE SECOND SEMESTER OF 2023
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**BREEAM: "Building Research Establishment Environmental Assessment Method", international standard to assess buildings’ environmental impact.  



Over the past three years, Stellantis and SYMBIO 

have worked together to enable the launch of the 

automotive group’s hydrogen mobility strategy, 

geared towards light commercial vehicles (LCV), with 

the goal of addressing the significant environmental 

demands of its customers.

In a world premier, Stellantis, one of the main 

international vehicle manufacturers, launched in 2021 

an innovative solution with a mid-power fuel cell, 

perfectly adapted to intensive usage, ensuring long 

autonomy and fast refueling, with zero emissions. 

SYMBIO supplies the 45 KW fuel cell system to this 

automotive manufacturer, which is compact and 

answers to the strictest quality and durability standards 

of the automotive world. 

Thus, SYMBIO confirms today the strength of its 

strategic partnership with Stellantis, which attests to 

the robustness of the fuel cell solution, tailor made for 

Stellantis. 

This fruitful partnership will bring hundreds of 

hydrogen-powered light commercial vehicles (NDLR 

300) to European roads by the end of the year. 

With its new Gigafactory, SYMBIO will be able to 

respond to Stellantis’ growing needs and to supports 

its expansion toward clean hydrogen mobility 

designed for light commercial vehicles, with an annual 

production goal of up to 10.000 vehicles by 2024.

SYMPHONHY WILL SUPPORT STELLANTIS IN ITS AMBITION TO 

CONSOLIDATE ITS POSITION AS “FRONT-RUNNER” IN HYDROGEN 

MOBILITY, WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF PRODUCING UP TO 10.000 VEHICLES 

BY 2024, IN LINE WITH ITS STRATEGIC PLAN DARE FORWARD 2030
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Philippe Rosier, SYMBIO CEO:

“For SYMBIO, this strategic partnership is a recognition 

of the robustness of our solution as well as the Group’s 

industrial and innovation capacity. It is an honor 

to be associated with one of the very first serial 

production initiatives in the world, which will offer 

a more promising mobility for the future, without 

CO2 emissions and without compromising 

performance.” 

In addition, SYMBIO supports other pioneering actors 
in the clean hydrogen mobility sphere, like SAFRA, 
with a strategic partnership for the deployment of 
hydrogen buses. The Businova buses from SAFRA are 
already operational and present in multiple French 
cities, with the new generation of buses Hycity to be 
launched very soon. There is no question about the 
need to develop hydrogen technologies and SYMBIO 
is well-positioned not only for on-road, but also for off-
road mobility.

A Faurecia and Michelin joint Venture, SYMBIO enjoys 
more than 30 years of accumulated experience in the 
development of fuel cell systems. The daring startup 
proposes a complete series of compact, pre-validated, 
and pre-integrated StackPacks®, which can address 
all power and durability demands of zero emission 
mobility.
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Philippe Rosier, SYMBIO CEO:

“With this agreement, SYMBIO guarantees at the same time the hydrogen 

volume needed for its operations and the competitiveness of its own supply. 

As the first client of the future Pierre-Bénite electrolyser, SYMBIO is proud of 

taking part in the development of the hydrogen sector in our region.” 

FINALLY, SYMBIO REINFORCES ITS 

OWN ECOSYSTEM AND SECURES THE 

SUPPLY OF GREEN HYDROGEN IN SAINT-

FONS THANKS TO THE SIGNING OF AN 

AGREEMENT WITH CNR AND ENGIE

SYMBIO has also announced the signature of an 
LOI (letter of Intent) with the Compagnie Nationale 
du Rhône (CNR) and ENGIE. The agreement aims at 
securing the need for green hydrogen at the future 
Saint-Fons Gigafactory. The hydrogen will come 
exclusively from renewable sources thanks to its 
production by electrolyzer, fed by CNR’s Pierre-Bénite 
hydroelectric plant. This key supply will guarantee 
already from 2025 a hydrogen consumption reaching 
3 to 4 daily tons in the years to come. 

In this way, the three groups demonstrate their capacity to go all the way with their ambitions, in line with the 
objective of achieving zero-emission mobility. This green hydrogen will additionally have a very high level of overall 
purity, thus securing optimal quality for the developed products.

Following the recent announcement of the creation of Innoplate, a JV between SYMBIO and Schaeffler for the 
mass production of bipolar plates—a strategic component of fuel cells—it brings yet a new development to the 
progressive structuring of the European value chain centered on hydrogen mobility.

Cécile Prévieu, Deputy General Director at ENGIE:

“Already engaged in the development of the regional hydrogen 

mobility sector, ENGIE will bring all of its expertise in gas to this new 

project. It will allow for the industrial production of green hydrogen for 

SYMBIO’s ambitious Gigafactory project.” 

Laurence 

Borie-Bancel, 

Directorate 

President at CNR:

“This partnership project 

materializes CNR’s ambitions 

towards renewable hydrogen 

in service of the Rhône Valley’s 

decarbonization of industry and 

mobility, as well as in the development 

of new uses for hydrogen.” 



About SYMBIO 

SYMBIO, a Faurecia & Michelin joint venture, is a global 
hydrogen fuel cell technology partner to OEMs and 
sustainable mobility decision makers, with unique expertise 
and focus on setting automotive production standards. The 
company offers a complete range of fuel cell power products 
- StackPacks®, for different transportation needs including 
light duty commercial vehicles, buses and trucks and various 
formats of electric vehicles. SYMBIO is the fuel cell strategic 
partner of a leading global OEM that is launching a first-of-
its-kind Hydrogen-powered LCV program in Europe. Its 
ambition is to become a world-wide leader in hydrogen zero-
emission mobility, having a global industrial footprint and an 
annual production capacity of 200,000 StackPacks® by 2030, 
for use by vehicle manufacturers and hydrogen-stationary 
applications around the world. 

www.symbio.one

About ENGIE 

Our group is a global reference in low-carbon energy and 
services. With our 170,000 employees, our clients, our partners 
and our stakeholders, we strive every day to act to accelerate 
the transition towards a carbonneutral economy, through 
reduced energy consumption and more environmentally 
friendly solutions. Guided by our purpose statement, we 
reconcile economic performance with a positive impact 
on people and the planet, using our expertise in our key 
business areas (gas, renewable energies, services) to provide 
competitive to our clients. Turnover in 2021: €57.9 billion. The 
Group is listed on the Paris and Brussels stock exchanges 
(ENGI) and is represented in the main financial indices (CAC 
40, Euronext 100, FTSE Eurotop 100, MSCI Europe) and non-
financial indices (DJSI World, DJSI Europe, Euronext Vigeo 
Eiris - Eurozone 120/ Europe 120/ France 20, MSCI EMU ESG 
screened, MSCI EUROPE ESG Universal Select, Stoxx Europe 
600 ESG, and Stoxx Global 1800 ESG).

www.engie.com

About CNR

CNR (Compagnie Nationale du Rhône) is France’s leading 
producer of 100% renewable electricity, with total installed 
capacity of 4000 MW. It converts energy from the sun, the 
wind and water in the Rhône river, for which it has held the 
concession for nearly a hundred years. Its business as an 
energy company is what enables it to fund the development 
of its other public-interest activities, working alongside other 
stakeholders across the region: implementation of navigation 
and port zones, irrigation and management of water 
resources, development of the Rhône river and protection 
of natural ecosystems. CNR manages these three natural 
resources – wind, water and the sun – as shared property, 
the governance and part of the value of which it shares with 
the regions. The expertise it has in three key areas – energy, 
transport and irrigation – enables it to develop innovative 
energy and ecological solutions for regions throughout the 
country. CNR is France’s only public-interest limited company. 
It is a majority public-owned company (183 local authorities 
and public centres, the Caisse des Dépôts group). ENGIE is its 
leading industrial shareholder.

About STELLANTIS 

Stellantis N.V. (NYSE / MTA / Euronext Paris: STLA) is one 
of the world’s leading automakers and a mobility provider. 
Its storied and iconic brands embody the passion of their 
visionary founders and today’s customers in their innovative 
products and services, including Abarth, Alfa Romeo, Chrysler, 
Citroën, Dodge, DS Automobiles, Fiat, Jeep®, Lancia, Maserati, 
Opel, Peugeot, Ram, Vauxhall, Free2move and Leasys. 

Powered by our diversity, we lead the way the world moves 
– aspiring to become the greatest sustainable mobility tech 
company, not the biggest, while creating added value for all 
stakeholders as well as the communities in which it operates.

For more information, visit www.stellantis.com.
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Maria Alcon HIDALGO

maria.alcon-hidalgo@symbio.one 
07 61 29 43 47


